November 16,1991 



Safe prediction: Isaac Servais, 92, shows a weather do is put the rock outside. When the rock is wet, it’s 

forecasting rock. Servais says that all you need to raining. When it's dry, it's not raining. 


This week’s community profile: Champion 
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Kermis is their big celebration 


from the old country,' he says. The cele¬ 
bration includes Belgian pies, other food, 
beer and music. 

"It used to last four days,” says Rich¬ 
ard Renier, 6076 County K. Now, it’s 
just the second Sunday of September. 
People come from all over the place.” 

Champion once had two dance halls, a 
grocery store and a two-room school- 
house for grades 1 through 8. Renier says. 
Those have closed in the past few de¬ 
cades but the schoolhouse is used for 4-H 
Club meetings. 

Renier’s grandfather, Arthur Delvaux, 
ran a post office in the house where Ren¬ 
ier lives. 

The community’s original name was 
Robinsonville but it changed before the 
turn of the century because of a dispute 
over where a post office should be built, 
Green Bay Press-Gazette records show. 

Two post offices were built to see 
which one would get the most use. Ren¬ 
ier’s grandfather changed the name to 
Champion because he had a Champion 
brand swather, Renier says. 

The post office now serving Champion 
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is in New- Franken. 

The community, which is home to the 
Town Hall, has gotten smaller over the 
years, says Renier’s wife, Mayme, 77. 

"If you blink twice, you miss it," she 
says. "It’s almost a ghost town.” 

The other tavern in Champion is Pin- 
chart’s Pub, 6048 County K, where De- 
lores Pinchart, 58, has gotten to know 
area people well. 

Local people refer to Servais and John 
Ropson, who ran the store for 50 years 
and now is in a home for the elderly, as 
'grandpa.” she says. 

They also call Champion "God’s coun¬ 
try,” and for good reason, Pinchart says. 

Every Aug. 15 people from Northeast¬ 
ern Wisconsin attend an Assumption ser¬ 
vice at Our Lady of Help Chapel about a 
mile east of Champion. 

Some people have to park their cars a 
half-mile from the chapel. Pinchart cooks 
chicken booyah that day for people to eat 
after the service. 

"It’s a real close-knit community,” he 
says. 


■ Next week: Oconto in Oconto County 


CHAMPION — Racing cars zoom 
around a dirt track in this community ev¬ 
ery Wednesday and Saturday. 

But nobody complains about the noise. 

That's because the track is inside a 
metal building behind D & J’s Palm Gar¬ 
dens on Brown County K. 

About 40 contestants haul their cars to 
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from as far 

away as Appleton and Upper Michigan, 
says Jim Jansen, 31, who owns JJ’s Dirt 
Heaven with brother Jeff, 26. 

The small, quiet, remote-controlled, 
battery-powered cars negotiate turns, fly 
through the air after taking jumps and 
crash into walls. 

"This brings a lot of people out here 
who never knew we were here,” Jim Jan¬ 
sen says. 

The brothers opened the business a 
year ago behind the tavern owned by 
their parents, Delano and Cindy Jansen. 

Their business boomed from word-of- 
mouth and they draw a large audience 
when wedding receptions are held in the 
tavern, Jeff Jansen said. They provide 
the necessary parts and supplies for the 
cars that cost a minimum of $300. 

The track has awakened an otherwise 
quiet community where the Belgian Ker¬ 
mis in September is the annual big event. 

This fall it took 1 Vt hours for a parade 
of tractors, fire engines, horses and floats 
to make a half-mile trek through Champi¬ 
on, says Isaac Servais, 92,5757 County K. 

The Belgian Kermis is a celebration of 
the fall harvest. "Years ago, that came 
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Finish: Jeff, left, and Jim Jansen race radio- Memories: Mayme and Richard Renier talk in their home 
controlled cars on their track in Champion. about the history of Champion. 


The Champion file 

□ Population: About 20. 

C Founded: In the 1850s, Belgian 
settlers moved to the area. Champion 
is believed to be one of the first Bel¬ 
gian settlements in Wisconsin. 

□ Education: Most students attend 
the Luxemburg-Casco School District. 

□ Religion: St. Joseph Catholic 
Church, Our Lady of Help Chapel and 
Robinsonville Presbyterian Church 
serve area residents 










